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The September meeting will be a hybrid in-person and on Zoom meeting. Meetings are free for members (bring a 
friend and their first meeting is free too!) non-member attendees are $10.00. The meeting room officially opens to 
members and the public at 7pm but if you can arrive by 6:30pm to help set up your assistance would be greatly 
appreciated. Masks are recommended but optional. 
See page 9 of this newsletter for information about joining the Western Horticultural Society.  

 

September 2026 I PO Box 166, Mountain View, CA 94042  I www.westernhort.org 

September  9th, 2026 Meeting 

7:30pm    

Speaker: Cricket Riley & Alice Kitajima 

Topic: Designing the Lush Dry Garden 

Join garden designer and co-author Cricket Riley for an inspiring introduction 
to Designing the Lush Dry Garden (Timber Press). Cricket will share insights 
from the book, along with practical design strategies, plant combinations, and 
maintenance tips for creating abundant, richly layered landscapes that thrive 
with a climate-appropriate plant palette. 

 
Cricket Riley is the co-owner of Lush Dry Gardens,  
a landscape design firm specializing in low-water    
garden design. She worked at The Ruth Bancroft 
Garden in Walnut Creek from 2017 to 2025. There 
she held a variety of positions, including Director of 
the Design Services department which she created in 2019. She was also the         
primary instructor for RBG’s Dry Garden Design Certificate Program, which she  
co-created with Alice Kitajima in 2020. Cricket grew up in West Marin and has an 
AA in  Landscape Architecture from Merritt College, a BA in History from UC 
Santa Cruz and a MA in Broadcast Journalism and Near Eastern Studies from NYU. 
She is currently serving her first term as a commissioner on the Design Review            
Commission for the City of Walnut Creek. 
 
Alice Kitajima’s profound connection to gardens and landscape design began at an 
early age, inspired by her father, who immigrated to Los Angeles to install          
Japanese-style gardens. After completing studies in forestry 
and music at the University of California, Berkeley, she 
worked at botanical gardens and arboreta across the United 
States. As Program Director at the Ruth Bancroft Garden, 
where she oversaw the education department, her greatest   
passion was fostering meaningful, lasting connections between 
people and plants. 
                                             
Photo credits : Caitlin Atkinson 
 

 

Book review link from Succulents and More 
https://www.succulentsandmore.com/2025/10/book-review-designing-lush-dry-garden.html?m=1 

There will NOT be a speakers dinner this month. 

https://www.succulentsandmore.com/2025/10/book-review-designing-lush-dry-garden.html?m=1
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Co-President’s Message  

 
 Welcome to another great season of Western Horticultural    
Society talks, as listed further in this newsletter. 
We hope your summer has been a good one, whether you stayed 
at home or went galivanting off to other places. 
 
Email to whsmembers@groups.io (subscribe if you haven't    
already by sending an email 
to WHSmembers+subscribe@groups.io), and let us know what 
new plants and related matters you've learned about these last 
few months. 

For example, I noticed how widespread Verbena bonariensis 
(commonly known as purpletop vervain and originating in South 
America) is in the gardens of London and Lymington UK, as 
well as in Oslo, Norway, whether it came unbidden or            
deliberately planted. Then there's Epilobium hirsutum in the  
family Onagraceae, commonly known as the great hairy willow-
herb. This is a self-planter and can be seen on roadsides and near 
train tracks, with its stalks of bright pink blooms. Have you ever 
seen raspberries growing wild on the sides of a trail? Norway is 
a reputed berry plant haven (consider cloudberries) and we ate 
raspberries all along the infamous Rimstigen trail, climbing 
above Nærøyfjord. In England, it seems that blackberries are 
always within arms' reach, if you're walking, even with the heat 
and drought, and mighty tasty ones, too. In the bigger view, it 
was shocking to see how brown the fields of England have been 
this summer with a lack of rain and several heat waves. Norway 
looks the way England normally looks in the summer - green and 
lush (except those Alpine regions of Norway near glaciers). 

What did you experience this summer?! Let us know.  

~ Grace Tsang & Meri-Beth Bird                                                                                                                                                           

Get Involved  

We are actively looking for a few new Board Members, a Vice President, and a Corresponding 
Secretary. Volunteer and get to know other WHS members and keep our organization growing. If 
you have an interest in joining the board, or feel you can help in any other way e-mail us at  
 info@westernhort.org or speak to any of the current board members at our meetings.  
 

 Upcoming  Meetings  

Western  Horticultural Society 
 

 October 14, 2026 Amy Schneider: ZOOM 

MEETING. Following in their Footsteps: The 

1887 Grays Peak Trip - Alice Eastwood and    

Alfred Russel Wallace  

November 11, 2026 Dr. Benjamin Hoover: 

Plant Selection in a Complex World: Navigating 

Species, Cultivars and Expectations for the Best 

Plants to Use in Your Garden  

December 9, 2026 Potluck only, No Speaker  

January 13, 2027 Eva Huala & John          

Hammerschmidt: Grafting Made Easy: The Art 

and Science Behind Joining Multiple Plants onto 

One  

February 10, 2027 M. Kat Anderson:           

California’s Wildlands: Lessons from Nature and 

Native People (Louisa Beck Speaker)  

March 10, 2027 Marion Brenner:                 

Tips for Superior Garden Photography  

April 14, 2027 Patricia Saint John:               

How to Combine Edibles and Ornamentals in 

Your Garden (Tiede Speaker)  

May 12, 2027 Movie (TBD) and vendor night  

 
 

California Horticultural Society 

September 21, 2026 Aaron Dillon: On Citrus       
The Dillon family grows dwarf citrus at Four 
Winds Growers and an impressive collection of 
Mediterranean climate food plants, tropical fruits, 
western fruit trees and berries. Aaron will talk 
about the plants and the latest information on the 
Asian citrus psyllid pest.   

Check out our “sister” garden society’s bulletin 
for interesting stories and upcoming 
events.  https://calhortsociety.org/ 

!! Renewal Time !!  

Don’t miss out on any of our informative and interesting      

speakers we have lined up for this season. Active members from 

last season should have received a renewal brochure in the mail. 

You can also renew online and the link is on our WHS website. 

https://www.westernhort.org/membership  

Membership benefits include the following discounts:            

10% Vendor discounts from: Summerwinds Nursery, Terra Sole 

Nurseries, Carman’s Nursery, Almaden Valley Nursery,            

Rasa Garden Supply and Filoli Gift Shop! Lyngso offers a 5% 

discount on soils and amendments only. 

mailto:whsmembers@groups.io
mailto:WHSmembers%2Bsubscribe@groups.io
mailto:info@westernhort.org
https://calhortsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/bulletin-v93v03-march-f.pdf
https://www.westernhort.org/membership
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May Movie and Vendor Night  

 

Q. How do we find speakers for our meetings?  
 
A. Our hardworking speakers committee brainstorms ideas, asks for recommendations from members, and they do a 

great job! One of the committee members, Marci Hayden recommended this month’s speakers and this is what she 
has to say about why: 

 
“Cricket Riley and Alice Kitajima are speaking Sept 9th. I first met them when I signed up for the Dry Garden Design 
Certificate Program at The Ruth Bancroft Garden in Walnut Creek, that they were teaching. The program changed my 
life because I learned how to evaluate and design for the CA climate. Although the program has been discontinued, its 
principles are encapsulated in their book which they will bring to sign. You can also get a lot from the beautiful        
photos!” 
 
The board and the speakers committee encourage all members to recommend any speakers you believe will be of         
interest to the society. 

Thank you vendors for bringing us a fun 

shopping experience! Members seemed to 

enjoy the movie too as I heard 

some chuckles in the audience at 

the more humorous portions. 

Don’t forget to renew your 

membership! 
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UPCOMING SEPTEMBER EVENT 
 

Save the Date Those of you at a previous meeting may recall Jim Salyards mentioning a tour of Filoli on 
Sunday, September 20th. At this time there is no additional information on this tour so watch for an email 
with details.   

What was your favorite garden on the Atherton Tour Last April ? 
 
    Stephen Brickley                                   Joan Sanders                                                   Edith Bergstrom 
 

“A Garden in Progress”                           “An Artist’s Garden”                                       “A Celebration of Palms” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These gardens were all special and many thanks to the homeowners for allowing us to visit and to Jim Salyards for 

arranging the tour!  
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Thank you Sherry Austin for      

sharing your fabulous garden! 
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28 Years Ago by Nancy Schramm 

 

In September 1998, Western Hort met on the third Wednesday “in order to capture Bart O’Brien for our speaker”. At 
the time Bart was “Director of Horticulture and Curator of the Living Collection, Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, 
Claremont, CA—and a former president of WHS”. His talk was entitled “Native Plants and Cultivars in Gardens: 
Past, Present and Future”. (Join me in a little delighted serendipity—compare Bart’s topic and the topic we will be 
hearing in November! - NLS) 
 
Announcements included one plant sale at Strybing Arboretum Society—ornamental grasses, and a reminder that it 
was time to renew memberships at $30. (Just think what a bargain a current WHS membership is, in 2026 it only costs 
$5 more than it did in 1998. – NLS) 
 
The Plant Notes covered two pages so the display table must have been well populated. And either the font is smaller 
or I need new glasses… 
 
“Judy Wong showed Chloris virgata, finger grass, a perennial grass of widespread subtropical distribution.” A “...low 
rate of germination leads Judy to hope that the plant is not as invasive as generally supposed”. 
 
“Patricia St. John brought two pennisetums, P. setaceum rubrum ‘Bronze Dwarf’ and P. setaceum ‘Eaton Canyon’, 
both clump-forming perennial grasses with bronzy leaves.” She also showed a ground cover plant that not only had 
been re-named but was also not in general circulation, but Dick Dunmire was able to look it up at the Strybing library. 
Looking it up now, I see at one time or another, four different names attributed to it. Lindernia multiflora appears 
correct (for now, anyway) when combined with the flower description: “Its little purple flowers are two-lipped, the 
three-lobed bottom lip edged in white.” 
 
Chris Montague shared Cortederia selloana ‘Pumila’, dwarf pampas grass. “It’s not that dwarf, though, at 4 to 5 ft, 
and grows in a lusty clump that should be planted where it need never be moved because it is a real shovel-breaker.” 
At the time it was advertised as sterile, but the Missouri Botanical Garden website states that it: “May be marketed as 
being sterile, but evidence suggests this plant is not fully sterile.”. 
 
“Lyn Dearborn got her Globba winitii, a miniature ornamental ginger, at Woolworth’s Garden Center, of all places.” 
It needs greenhouse conditions, as does Lyn’s Epidendron porpax, an epiphytic orchid. 
 
Bill Kurtz brought an impressive Scadoxus miltiflorus ssp katherinae. Plant Note editor Elizabeth Garbett described 
how and why the genus had been split off from haemanthus, then said “This sounds as though the distinctions were 
neat and clear-cut but life is not like that. This particular scadoxus grows from a bulb, but the rest of the description 
seems to fit although I haven’t counted the chromosomes myself.” 
 
Bob Young showed “a curious little plant called Cuphea llavea”, bat face plant. It’s from Mexico and not winter 
hardy. (I’ve killed one or two… - NLS) 
 
Barrie and Carol Coate both attended the meeting. Barrie shared a dwarf Bougainvillea bonsai that “he had been 
training for three years” as well as “Liriope spicata that came from the old Leonard Coates Nursery and seemed to me 
to be larger than the usual one; at least with broader leaves”. “Carol brought in an enormous flowering stalk of Joe 
Pye Weed, Eupatorium maculatum.” “A member of the audience gave us the derivation of the common name. It 
seems there was a Native American named Jopi who was skilled in the healing arts and who evidently used this plant 
in his pharmacopoeia. History doesn’t tell us how he used it.” 
 

Dick Dunmire brought in a spectacular orchid, Cattleya intermedia v. aquinii, and a crested form of Pyrrosia lengua. 
 
Elizabeth Garbett showed Petunia integrifolia as a carefree hanging basket plant and a re-blooming iris called ‘Total 
Recall’ that she highly recommended. 
 
“The Board passed a motion to contribute $200 to the Oral History Project, UC Berkeley’s Bancroft Library, tracing 
the development of horticulture. Our Ed Carman will be honored next.”  
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Native Plant Extravaganza A Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour Event 
I hope you can attend the upcoming Native Plant Extravaganza (https://bringingbackthenatives.net/native-plant-
extravaganzas-2023) Use this link to see the complete schedule, nurseries are located Fremont to Berkeley. 
  Saturday, September 12, there will be free talks on: 

• Bugs that make the world go ‘round 

• The best plants to attract butterflies and birds 

• Native plants, people, and projects protecting creeks and the Bay 
 
Coyote Brush Studios will showcase their native plant and wildlife artwork, and a “pot your own plant” activity will 
be offered for a small fee. A percentage of the purchases you make in-person on Saturday, Sept. 12 will help support 
the Tour.  

Shop online at Green Thumb Works, Down by the Bay, or California Native Seeds on Saturday or Sunday, September 

12 and 13, and a percentage of your purchases will be donated to the Tour. 

https://app.grouplist.io/l/aDe892S9763HKRJr0RrHKs7oOw/7uvJRxS14jvtbCgIhiTCmQ/E5FUsJOLFyvhjACxIhzeoA
https://app.grouplist.io/l/aDe892S9763HKRJr0RrHKs7oOw/7uvJRxS14jvtbCgIhiTCmQ/E5FUsJOLFyvhjACxIhzeoA
https://bringingbackthenatives.net/native-plant-extravaganzas-2023
https://bringingbackthenatives.net/native-plant-extravaganzas-2023
https://app.grouplist.io/l/aDe892S9763HKRJr0RrHKs7oOw/ssZRVzbv8gl1VaYn5SBMtw/E5FUsJOLFyvhjACxIhzeoA
https://app.grouplist.io/l/aDe892S9763HKRJr0RrHKs7oOw/Bw763Viuy4EMXyrj763YMkljEA/E5FUsJOLFyvhjACxIhzeoA
https://app.grouplist.io/l/aDe892S9763HKRJr0RrHKs7oOw/MyjNutISXYlvrCcl1kJMMg/E5FUsJOLFyvhjACxIhzeoA
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On September 24 at the UC Botanical Garden at Berkeley, Sean will present Plant Forward Garden Design, 
drawing on decades of experience with plants, botanical collections, and gardens across the West Coast. He’ll talk 
about plants to know and love, climate-forward garden design, the importance of thriving horticultural communities, 
and the role of botanical collections. 

Then on September 25 at Western Hills Garden in Occidental, Sean will join Jim Salyards of Filoli for Between 
Two Plantsmen, a wide-ranging conversation between two longtime horticulturists and friends about plants, people, 
gardens, and the experiences that have shaped their work. 

The programs are part of the Horticultural Exchange, a developing collaboration among Western Hills Garden, UC 
Botanical Garden, and other horticultural partners to bring plantspeople and garden communities together across    
institutions. Use the links to register for these events.  

September 24 | Plant Forward Garden Design with Sean Hogan 
UC Botanical Garden at Berkeley | 5:30–7 pm 
$25 members / $35 general 
https://botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu/event/sean-hogan-plant-forward-garden-design/ 

September 25 | Between Two Plantsmen: Sean Hogan + Jim Salyards 

Western Hills Garden, Occidental | 5:00–7 pm 

$50 / space limited 

https://www.westernhillsgarden.com/programs/in-conversation-sept2026 

 

https://botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu/event/sean-hogan-plant-forward-garden-design/
https://www.westernhillsgarden.com/programs/in-conversation-sept2026
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About Membership in Western Hort: 
 
Membership Rates: A one-year membership (Sep-Aug) includes an e-mail copy of this newsletter and admittance to 
all of our monthly meetings. Regular membership is $35, Family membership for two or more members at the same 
address is $50, and a discounted rate for students is $20. Please visit the Pac Hort page for more information or to join 
Pacific Horticulture Society, for whom we are now a sponsoring organization, go to: pacifichorticulture.org.   

To join or renew visit our website at: https://www.westernhort.org/membership  You may pay online with a credit 
card or print the form and mail with your check to the contact address below.  
To contact us: Please send email to: info@westernhort.org  or snail mail to: PO Box 166, Mountain View, CA 94042 

Officers and Board Members:     
Co-Presidents: Grace Tsang & Meri-Beth Bird 
Vice President: Open Position 
Secretary: Jennifer Dungan 
Corresponding Secretary: Open Position 

                                                                                            
Treasurer: Eva Huala 
Other Board Members: Jim Salyards, Carol Dahout,    
Marci Hayden & Mil Milutin. 
(More board members welcomed and needed) 

Volunteer Committees and Responsibilities: 
 

Plant Sale Table: Carol Dahout, Mil Milutin 
Email and website maintenance: Eva Huala 
Membership: Eva Huala, Kathy Anberg 
Publicity and Outreach: Grace Tsang 
Meeting Tech: Jennifer Doniach, Eva Huala, Jennifer 
Dungan, Meri-Beth Bird, John Hammerschmidt 
Welcome Table: Pam Noyer 
Treat Table Set up: Lori Tuttle, Alicia Evans                                                                                                                                                                                         

Speaker Program Committee: Leslie Dean (chair),  
Nancy Schramm, Judy Wong, Meri-Beth Bird,             
Jim Salyards, Marci Hayden  
Newsletter Editor: Kathy Anberg 
Newsletter Contributors: Jennifer Dungan, Nancy 
Schramm, Janet Hoffmann 
Scholarships: Grace Tsang, Jennifer Doniach,               
Meri-Beth Bird, Janet Hoffmann  
 

                                                    Strolling around the Internet   

Rare Tahoe plant endangered  

https://www.abridged.org/news/rare-plant-lake-tahoe/  
 
Keep up with the pests! Here is a link to the Seasonal Landscape IPM Checklist. This monthly guide will help        
gardeners use integrated pest management to avoid and manage common pests of landscape plants.  
https://ipm.ucanr.edu/home-and-landscape/seasonal-landscape-ipm-checklist/#gsc.tab=0 
 
Pacific Horticulture Members now have access to the recording of the recent Webinar with Saxon Holt on Gardens 
in Summer Dry Climates. https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgzQhVrCjFKJQBNNmRSqSXKFndRXr 

Want to keep up on horticultural events and exchange ideas with other members?? Join our online forum at:               
https://groups.io/g/WHSmembers.   

                                                                SNACKS IN SEPTEMBER! 
Bring your own mug to better enjoy the beverages at the treat table and cut down on disposable cups!  
 

May snacks were provided by Carrie P., Sandy M. and Kathy A. for your enjoyment! Thank you! Septembers snacks 
will be provided by the WHS Board. Please sign up to bring something in the coming months. We’re hoping for 2-4 
contributions each month.  

Snacks can be home baked sweet or savory bites. They can be purchased at your local market. Fruits and vegetables 
are great too. Here is a link to sign up: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FOMcXg04vYsUazLgA8gHTjvogpaUC6Pfr1kVznfzd8E/edit?usp=sharing  
Thanks to Lori Tuttle and Alicia Evans for their participation and for setting up the snack table each month! 

Welcome back members: 
If you have a permanent name tag that you can wear to the meetings, Please do so! This will help cut down on paper 
waste at the check in table. It may even be fun to design something to wear that is unique to you. Thank you. 

http://pacifichorticulture.org/
https://www.westernhort.org/membership
mailto:info@westernhort.org
https://www.abridged.org/news/rare-plant-lake-tahoe/
https://ipm.ucanr.edu/home-and-landscape/seasonal-landscape-ipm-checklist/#gsc.tab=0
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgzQhVrCjFKJQBNNmRSqSXKFndRXr
https://groups.io/g/WHSmembers
https://groups.io/g/WHSmembers.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FOMcXg04vYsUazLgA8gHTjvogpaUC6Pfr1kVznfzd8E/edit?usp=sharing
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PO Box 166 

Mountain View, CA 94042 

First Class Mail  

VISIT US AT  WESTERNHORT.ORG 

Newsletter Submissions  

The newsletter publishes on the first of the month. Note: deadline for submission for the next newsletter is the 

20th of September. Submissions after this date will likely appear in the next month’s newsletter. Send submissions 

to: Kjanberg@gmail.com. 

 Meeting date & location : September 9th, 2026 

In Person at Shoup Park Garden House,             
400 University Ave., Los Altos 

(Masks optional) 

Meeting starts at 7:30 

Would you like to sponsor a lecture or suggest a 
speaker for the WHS that is of particular interest 
to you?  

It would be much appreciated!  

Please call Leslie Dean at 650-966-8364. 


